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The Provider Registry is a foundational element within a health information exchange (HIE). Each health transaction saved to the HIE infrastructure is uniquely indexed; care transactions unambiguously identify the subject of care (the client ID), the care location (facility ID) and the care provider (provider ID). It is the role of the Provider Registry to be the “source of truth” that uniquely identifies the health workers within a jurisdiction, including all care providers.

For each uniquely identified health worker, the Provider Registry maintains important demographic, provider type, service, authorization and (where appropriate) clinician certification information. These health human resource data are used by Ministry of Health planners and health system managers at every level. In addition, along with the HIE’s indexed care transactional information, these provider data can also support important health insurance and/or performance-based funding (PBF) workflows.

The OpenHIE Provider Registry Community is part of a global, open-source collaboration initiative which has emerged to assist in the strengthening of health information exchanges for the underserved. This initiative, funded by PEPFAR, is intended to support countries’ efforts to develop and implement standards-based, interoperable eHealth infrastructure at national scale. More information about OpenHIE and the Provider Registry Community can be found at www.OHIE.org.
